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What is the OCI Card?

Overseas Citizenship of India — long-term immigration facility

<4 Lifelong Indian Residency for the Indian Diaspora

OCI CARD INDIA
Document Checklist - 2026

The OCI Card is a long-term immigration facility issued by the Government of India to foreign nationals of Indian origin and
eligible spouses. It is not full Indian citizenship — it does not grant voting rights — but it allows holders to live, work, study,
and travel in India indefinitely without repeated visa renewals. Apply via ociservices.gov.in.

Who Can Apply for an OCI Card

Three eligible categories under Government of India rules

CATEGORY 01 CATEGORY 02

Foreign Nationals of Indian Spouse of an Indian Citizen
Origin Foreign nationals married to Indian
Persons who previously held an Indian citizens — marriage must be registered,
passport, or whose parents or valid for at least 2 years, and the Indian
grandparents were Indian citizens. spouse must hold a valid Indian passport.

Who is NOT Eligible

Categories excluded from the OCI scheme

/\ Four Excluded Categories

CATEGORY 03
Spouse of an OCI Cardholder

Foreign nationals married to OCI holders
may also qualify under spouse-category
requirements, subject to relationship
verification.

(1) Pakistani nationals, (2) Bangladeshi nationals, (3) foreign military personnel, and (4) individuals involved in activities
against Indian law are not eligible. The Government of India reserves the right to reject any OCI application based on security

or legal concerns.
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Seven Benefits of the OCI Card

Long-term advantages for foreign nationals & NRIs in India

Lifelong Visa-Free Travel

Multiple entries to India for life — no visa application
required for each trip.

Unlimited Stay in India

Live in India indefinitely — no visa expiry, no continuous-
extension obligations.

Work & Business Rights

Work in India, start businesses, invest, open bank
accounts, and obtain a PAN card.

Educational Access

Pursue education in India and apply to most institutions
under NRI categories.

Property Ownership

Buy residential and commercial property. Agricultural
land & plantation property remain restricted.

No Repeated FRRO Extensions

OCI holders generally do not require ongoing FRRO
registration or renewals.

Easier Financial Transactions

Open NRE / NRO accounts, invest in mutual funds &
stock markets, access full financial services.

Important Note on Citizenship

OCl is not equivalent to Indian citizenship. OCI holders cannot vote, cannot hold an Indian passport, and cannot hold
most government jobs or contest elections. For full citizenship rights, a separate naturalisation process is required.
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Master Document Checklist
Core documents required for an OCI Card application

v Photograph & Signature Specification

Photograph must have a white or light background with clear face visibility. Digital signature must be uploaded online.
Required documents vary by applicant category — additional documents may apply for Indian Origin, Spouse, and Minor
cases.

[:] Recent Passport-Size Photograph
White or light background, clear face visibility, taken within the last 6 months.

Foreign Passport — Bio-Data Page
Clear colour copy of the applicant's current valid foreign passport.

Digital Signature
Applicant's signature, scanned and uploaded online during the application.

Address Proof in India
Rent agreement, utility bill, bank statement, or Aadhaar of spouse (where applicable).

Proof of Indian Origin
Old Indian passport, Indian birth certificate, parents' Indian documents, or school certificates.

Marriage Certificate
Mandatory for OCI-through-marriage applications — registered and at least 2 years old.

FRRO Registration Documents
If applicable — for applicants currently staying long-term in India.

Surrender /| Renunciation Certificate
For former Indian citizens — proof that Indian citizenship was formally surrendered.

o o o o o o o
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Category-Specific Requirements
Additional documents based on application type

Spouse-Based OCI — through marriage

[:] Marriage Certificate
Registered marriage certificate — relationship must be at least 2 years old.

Joint Photographs
Joint photographs of the applicant and Indian / OCI spouse demonstrating the relationship.

Indian Spouse's Passport Copy
Valid Indian passport copy of the Indian-citizen spouse, or OCI card of the OCI spouse.

Proof of Relationship
Supporting evidence of ongoing marital relationship — joint accounts, residence, photographs.

OCI for Minor Children

Birth Certificate
Official birth certificate of the minor child.

Parents' Passports
Clear copies of both parents' current valid passports.

Parents' OCI Documents
OCI card or supporting Indian-origin documents of at least one parent.

Parental Consent Forms
Signed consent from both parents authorising the OCI application for the minor.

DDDDD“DDG

Thumb Impression (for Infants)
For infants who cannot sign, thumb impression accepted in place of digital signature.

4 Relationship Verification for Spouse Cases
Spouse-based OCI applications undergo additional relationship verification, which is why processing takes 12—-16 weeks
vs. 8-12 weeks for Indian-origin applicants. Strong, consistent relationship proof significantly reduces delays.

*
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Category-Specific Requirements — coninued
OCI Miscellaneous Services for updates & re-issuance

OCI Miscellaneous Services — for updates & re-issue

[:] New Passport Copy
Required when updating OCI after a passport renewal.

E] Updated Address Proof
For address change updates — current Indian residence proof.

[:] Occupation Change Documentation
Employment letter or business registration when updating occupation.

E] Police FIR Copy
Required when applying due to a lost or stolen OCI card.

[:] Damaged Card Surrender
Old damaged OCI card must be surrendered when applying for a re-issue.

Step-by-Step Application Process

Six steps from online portal to physical verification

Visit OCI Portal Fill Online Application

Go to the official OCI Services website — Complete both Part A and Part B. Verify carefully
ociservices.gov.in — and create your application before submission.

account.

Upload Documents Pay Government Fees

Upload passport copy, photograph, signature, and all Pay the applicable fee online — varies by category

supporting documents as clear PDF / JPG files. (New OCI, OCl in Lieu of PIO, or Misc. Services).
Book FRRO Appointment Physical Verification
Applicants based in India must book an appointment Visit FRRO with original documents, application
with the local FRRO / FRO for biometric verification. printout, and demand draft (if required).
L 2
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Government Fees & Processing Times

Official fees by category & expected processing windows

OCI SERVICE APPROX. FEE APPLICATION TYPE TIME

New OCI Registration X 15,000 Indian Origin Applicants 8 - 12 wks
OCI in Lieu of PIO X 5,500 Spouse-Based Applications 12 - 16 wks
OCI Miscellaneous Services X 1,400 Miscellaneous Services 4-8wks

v Fees Subject to Government Revision

Fees may change according to Government of India notifications. Spouse-based OCI applications typically take longer due to
additional relationship verification. Always confirm the latest fee with the official OCI portal before payment.

What OCI Holders Can & Cannot Do

Permitted activities and key restrictions

v Permitted for OCI Holders X Restricted for OCI Holders

Work in private companies & MNCs Hold government jobs (most positions)
Operate or invest in businesses Vote in Indian elections
Buy residential & commercial property Contest elections (any level)
Open NRE / NRO bank accounts Hold an Indian passport
Invest in mutual funds & stocks Buy agricultural land
Pursue education in India (NRI quota) Buy plantation property
Apply for PAN card Buy farmhouses
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OCI Card vs. Indian Citizenship

Key differences across five critical dimensions

DIMENSION OCI CARD INDIAN CITIZENSHIP
Voting Rights No voting rights Full voting rights in elections
Indian Passport Cannot hold an Indian passport Eligible for Indian passport
Government Jobs Restricted from most positions Full eligibility

Entry to India Lifelong visa-free entry Full entry & residency rights
Property Ownership Limited — no agricultural land Full rights including agricultural

Renewal Rules & Important Tips

When to re-issue your OCI card & best practices for approval

<4 When OCI Re-Issuance is Required

OCI cards are lifelong valid, but re-issuance is required: (1) passport changes before age 20, (2) passport changes after age
50, or (3) the OCI card is lost or damaged.

[:] Use Updated Passport Copies D Meet Image Specifications
Always upload the most current passport — outdated Photos and signature files must meet portal size,
copies are a top rejection cause. resolution, and background rules.

[:] Verify Spelling Carefully [:] Maintain Valid Visa Status
Name, place of birth, parents' names must match In-India applicants must hold a valid visa throughout the
supporting documents exactly. OCI application period.

[:] Keep PDFs Clear & Readable [:] Carry Originals to Appointments
All scanned documents must be high-resolution, legible FRRO biometric verification requires originals of every
colour PDFs. uploaded document.

EXPERT OCI|I ADVISORY - END-TO-END SUPPORT

Need Help With Your
OCI Card Application?

6+ years - 4.9/5 rating - 1,000+ clients across 25+ countries
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